
Indego, the City of Phila-
delphia’s bike share pro-
gram, is adding two new 

stations in East Falls. 
The new docks, both along 

School House Ln., join the 
existing local stations -- on 
Midvale Ave. at the East 
Falls SEPTA regional rail sta-
tion and in the East Falls 
Development Council’s park-
ing lot under the Twin 
Bridges -- as Indego expands 
from its Center City origins 
into Northwest Philadelphia. 

Nate Bowman Johnson, of  
Indego, described the new 
installations at the Oct. 12 
General Membership Meeting 
of the East Falls Community 

Council. 
Johnson said a new station 

at Vaux St. and School House 
Ln. will have space for 13 
bikes.  The second new sta-
tion, on School House Ln. at 
Cherry Ln. by the William 
Penn Charter School, is now 
available and houses 15 bikes.  

Both stations will include 
electric-assisted bikes.  They 
will be part of a system that 
allows riders to purchase time 
for a bike at one station and 
drop it off at any other loca-
tion in the more than 300-sta-
tion program. 

Indego is an initiative of the 
City and is sponsored by Inde-
pendence Blue Cross.  For 
more information, visit ridein 
dego.com. 
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EFCC to meet 
Mon., Nov.  9 
The next General 

Membership Meeting 
of the East Falls 

Community Council 
(EFCC) is at 7 pm Mon., 
Nov. 9, at the East Falls 
Presbyterian Church, Mid-
vale Ave. and Vaux St. 

Follow the EFCC at any 
or all of these three: 
• eastfallscommunity.org 
• facebook.com/eastfallscc 
• instagram@eastfallscomm 
    council

Indego tells EFCC it is adding 
two new bike share docks in EF 

Elex Day is Tuesday, November 3; 
Polls are open from 7 am to 8 pm 

The Midterm General 
Election is Tues., Nov. 3.  
Polls are open from 7 am 

to 9 pm. 
Voters who use a mail-in 

ballot can deposit their ballot 
in the secure drop box outside 
of the Falls Library, Midvale 
Ave. and Warden Dr., or the 
Kendrick Recreation Center at 
5800 Ridge Ave. up until 8 pm. 

The Falls of Schuylkill 

Library is closed for the instal-
lation of heating and air condi-
tioning.  Voters in the 
divisions that normally vote 
there have been reassigned. 

All voters can check the 
location of their polling place 
by going to vote.phila.gov-find 
mypollingplace.  

Voters should know that If 
lines to vote develop at the end 

The Midterm General Election is Tues., Nov. 3.

City to collect leaves in streets 
Mon., Dec. 7, through Fri., Dec. 11 

by William Epstein 
Editor, East Falls NOW 

 

After nearly nine years of 
serving consistently 
good brunches, lunches 

and dinners indoors and out-
doors on the corner of Ridge 
and Midvale Aves., owner 
David Braverman has closed 
the doors to his Le Bus East 
Falls restaurant. 

The last service was at 3 
pm Sunday, Oct. 25. 

Braverman, 77 and a long-
time resident of East Falls, 
told East Falls NOW that 
managing the restaurant and 
his bakery in King of Prussia 
had become more than he 
wanted to handle.  He intends 
to focus now on the bakery 
business, based in K of P 
since 2000. 

That’s good news to anyone 
who has enjoyed the bread 
and pastries at Le Bus.  To 
describe them as outstanding 
is an understatement.  They 
are properly featured in fine 
restaurants and top-shelf 
retail outlets. 
A real bus 

Attending the University of 
Pennsylvania and working in 
his family’s West Philadelphia 
eatery, Braverman started his 
own voyage in the restaurant 
business in 1978 by obtaining 
a past-its-prime bus and out-
fitting it to produce soups and 
sandwiches in the campus 
neighborhood. 

He eventually opened an 
eat-in bricks and mortar 

restaurant on the 3400 block 
of Sansom St. in 1984.  The 
block also housed Judy Wick’s 
White Dog Café, making the 
narrow strip of former row 
homes a must stop on Phila-

delphia’s then-emerging 
restaurant scene. 

Along the way in 1996 came 
a café and bakery on the 100 
block of S. 18th St., which fell 

An appreciation: 
After nine years, it’s ‘last meal’ at Le Bus

The iconic ceramic murals on the outside walls of Le Bus, designed and 
installed by East Falls tile muralist Trish Metzner.

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 4)

Here’s a chance to do your 
back a big favor.  Take 
advantage of the City’s col-

lection of loose leaves in the 
streets of East Falls.  It’s sched-
uled for the week of Mon., Dec. 7, 
through Fri., Dec. 11. 

All we have to do is rake or blow 
the leaves into the street by 7 am 
that Monday.  No bending over.  
No lifting.   

And no piling of the leaves is 
necessary.  In fact, City officials 
discourage it.   

Workers from the City’s Depart-
ment of Streets will invade the 
neighborhood with equipment to 
load the leaves and deliver them to 
a nearby mulching location. 

The area to be covered in East 

Falls is bordered by Ridge Ave., W. 
School House Ln., Wissahickon 
Ave., Queen Ln., Henry Ave. and 
Indian Queen Ln. back down to 
Ridge Ave. 

For anyone who misses the 
mechanical sweep or whose back is 
saying, “What the heck, let’s rake 
these leaves,” the City will operate 
Saturday drop-off centers for 
bagged leaves.  Two of these cen-
ters will be near East Falls -- in 
Andorra at E. Cathedral Rd. and 
Ridge Ave., and at the Happy Hol-
low Recreation Center, 4800 
Wayne Ave. 

The centers will be available 
from 9 am to 3 pm on these Satur-
days: Nov. 7, Nov. 21, Dec. 5, Dec. 
12 and Dec. 19.  

(Continued on page 4)
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by Julia Margulies
for East Falls NOW

Fall is a comforting time
of year as folks head
indoors and enjoy each

other’s company. At the East
Falls Farmers Market, we
like to think the market sup-
ports entertaining by offering
wonderful fruits and vegeta-
bles and ready-made foods to
share. 
Winter Market

For starters, save these
dates for next month!  The
5th Annual East Falls Winter
Market, presented by the
East Falls Farmers Market,
will return to the Fallser Club
on Sat. and Sun., Dec. 5 and

6, from 11 am to 5 pm.  The
Club is at 3721 Midvale Ave.

November will mark the
last month of warm weather
hours for the market, from 10
am to 1 pm:

Sat., Nov. 7: Enjoy music
by local celebrity Jeff Alexan-
der.  We have some great
options for gift giving with
Mystikala, Dviniti Skincare,
East Falls Needlework and
Hideaway House Studio.
Ready to eat food is on offer
with Guilty Good Pastries and
Letz Eat.

Sat., Nov. 14: Stock up on
jams, jellies and pickles from
Mediterranean Goods, Spot-
ted Horse Provisions and
Fifth of a Farm Creations.
This is Backyard Biome’s

final market of the season if
you want to get your garden
ready for the Spring, and we
will welcome our newest local
vendor, Sweet Treat Hut.

Sat., Nov. 21: Celebrate the
upcoming holiday by listening
to live music with Koser.
Grab some grub from South-
ern Komfort Kitchens once
you’ve shopped for your
Thanksgiving vegetables.  Get
treats for your hosts from
Attic Brewing, Azucar jams
and Dviniti Skincare.  Don’t
forget a treat for the pups
from Saint Rocco’s Treats.

Sat., Nov. 28: The market
is closed for the Thanksgiving
holiday. 

Our next market after
Thanksgiving will be on Sat.,

Dec. 5, when winter hours
begin, from 11 am to 1 pm.

Our roster often changes, so
check out our website, east-

fallsfarmersmarket.com or fol-
low us on Instagram @east
fallsfarmersmarket for our
weekly vendor list.
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Your November 2026 East Falls NOW Calendar
Send your calendar entries to: editor@east

fallsnow.com.

• The next General Membership meeting of the
East Falls Community Council is set for 7 pm
Mon., Nov. 9, at the East Falls Presbyterian
Church, Midvale Ave. and Vaux St.  (Pg. 1)
• The East Falls Farmers Market continues
every Saturday through November, except for
Thanksgiving weekend, from 10 am to 1 pm.
(Pg. 2.)
• The Falls of Schuylkill Library is closed until
mid-January for the installation of heating and
air conditioning equipment.  The book drop also
is closed.  Books on hold can be picked up at
the Roxborough Library, 6245 Ridge Ave.
Hours there are 11 am to 7 pm Monday and
Tuesday, and 10 am to 5 pm Wednesday
through Saturday.
2 Monday
7:30 to 10 am: All Saints Day candle lighting

with Pastor Kari of the East Falls Presbyterian
Church.  Pastor Kari will provide candles at
Thunder Mug Café (Pg. 7) 
3 Tuesday
7 am to 8 pm: ELECTION DAY!  VOTE!  If
you haven’t voted by mail, the polls are open
from 7 am to 8 pm.  To find your polling loca-
tion, visit vote.phila.gov.
6 Friday
7 pm: EF Village program on how best to deal
with emergencies in the home, Roxborough
Hospital’s Wolcoff Auditorium (Pg. 11)
7 Saturday
11 am to 1 pm: EF Farmers Market (Pg. 2)
9 Monday
7 pm:  EFCC General Membership Meeting,
EF Presbyterian Church (Pg. 1)
12 Thursday
7 pm: EF Town Watch monthly meeting, Car-
fax Bldg. (Pg. 2)

14 Saturday
11 am to 1 pm: EF Farmers Market (Pg. 2)
16 Monday
2 pm: The EF Historical Society and Old Acad-
emy Players present “Grace Kelly at the
Movies” at the Old Academy Playhouse, 3544
Indian Queen Ln. (Pg. 7)
18 Wednesday
2 pm: EF Village program on “How we memori-
alize those we’ve lost” at the Memorial Church
of the Good Shepherd, 3820 The Oak Road (Pg.
11)
21 Saturday
10 am to 12 noon: EF Town Watch’s “Litter
Crew Ahead” cleanup, Roberts and Henry Aves.
(Page 2) 
11 am to 1 pm: EF Farmers Market (Pg. 2)
24 Tuesday
6 pm: Friends of the Falls of Schuylkill Library
Annual Meeting, East Falls Presbyterian
Church (Pg. 12) 

EF Town Watch  •  Friends of Mifflin  •  Falls of Schuylkill Library  •  EF Village  •  Grants •  EF Tree Tenders
EF Sports Association  •  EF Historical Society  •  McMichael Park •  Inn Yard Park  

EF Community Garden  •  Solarize East Falls 

Join your neighbors now! Become a member. Participate. Make a difference!

Volunteer powered, the East Falls Community Council represents the interests of the people of East Falls.
We improve our quality of life through the work of our Zoning and Traffic committees, and by supporting:

We also sponsor events that improve and bring together our community:
Mifflin Arboretum Clean-up  •  EF Flea Market  •  Holiday Sing • East Falls Fest

Annual  Membership Drive

Use this form or visit eastfallscommunity.org, “Donations & Memberships” 

EF Town Watch sets cleanup
for Saturday, November 21
The East Falls Town

Watch’s (EFTW)
November “Litter Crew

Ahead” cleanup will take
place from 10 am to 12 noon
on Sat, Nov. 21, at Roberts
and Henry Aves.

The cleanup will be in con-
cert with the state’s Keep
Pennsylvania Beautiful
autumn statewide campaign.

Supplies will be provided by
PennDOT.

The Town Watch calendar
includes its monthly meeting
at 7 pm Thurs., Nov. 12 at the
Carfax Bldg., 3540 Indian
Queen Ln.   All Fallsers are
invited to participate and to
comment on and participate
in EFTW’s community safety
patrols and cleanup activities.

Cozy up with great food and drinks at the EF Farmers Market



Afew weeks ago I attend-
ed the 2026 POWER
Advocate Awards

breakfast, honoring individu-
als “who champion advocacy,
leadership, and empowerment
for women in business and
beyond.” I braved I-76 west-
bound on a Thursday morning
only because I was promised
bacon, one of my favorite
things.  And as an added
bonus, I came home with a
book, also one of my favorite
things.

The event’s keynote speaker
was former journalist and
current professor Suzy Welch,
founder of the Becoming You
Labs at the NYU Stern School
of Business.  Her talk, enti-
tled “Angels in the Trees,”
chronicled her journey from
young girl to journalist to pro-
fessor to author of a book
entitled "Becoming You,”
which offers a scientifically
proven method for “crafting
your authentic life and
career.”  She has apparently
cracked the code on how each
of us can find our individual
meaning of life.

This is not about that!  I
love the idea of becoming me,
or becoming my best me, but I
do not believe that the origins
of my becoming the best pos-
sible Emily I can be will be
traced back to a professional
networking event at the
Philadelphia Country Club on
a random Thursday in Octo-
ber.  Let’s all go place bets,
oops, purchase outcome
futures, on a prediction mar-
ket based on that possibility
and see what becomes of it,
shall we?

What this is about is
“Angels in the Trees,” Suzy’s
name for the people that men-
tored, sponsored and guided
her along her life’s journey to
finding her purpose.  An
appropriate speech for an
event about leadership and
advocacy honoring people who
advocate for other people.

Since March of 2020, my life
(and likely yours as well) took
a detour that led down some
unfamiliar and rocky paths.  I
am a terrible navigator, who
once got lost hiking the Wis-
sahickon trail and had to use

the GPS on my phone to guide
me to Hermit Lane to find my
way home.  If this were a text
message, I would insert the
face plant emoji here!  There-
fore, you won’t be surprised to
learn that there have been
times over the last six years
when I didn’t know where I
was going.  I was lost in
metaphorical woods, and my
phone’s GPS was of no help.

Fortunately for me, the
woods are full of trees, and
according to Suzy, trees are
full of angels. Driving from
the suburbs of Lower Merion
to my new job in the Fair-

mount neighborhood of Center
City, I started listing all the
Angels in the Trees that had
helped me navigate the six
months hiring journey to my
new job and the two years
preceding, wherein I selected
a destination and carefully
charted the best course to fol-
low on my professional path.

That led me to the even
longer list of Angels that have
been a part of my life journey.
A journey that has travelled
through two countries, five
states, a dozen cities, two uni-
versities and half a dozen
apartments, finally arriving
at one old -- she prefers to be
called mature -- house in East
Falls with a lovely porch in
the front and a few trees out
back.  Who are the Angels
lurking in my majestic Lon-
don plane and my scrappy lit-
tle dogwood?

I imagined various friends,
family and acquaintances
perched in the branches shad-
ing my backyard.  (It’s impor-
tant to find something to
smile about when you’re dri-
ving on the Blue Route in
midday traffic!)  I then won-
dered who might be perched
in the diseased and deformed

Peach tree that I have dubbed
my spite tree for reasons too
complex to discuss here.
Probably not Angels.
Demons!  Demons with the
face of the guy driving the
Tesla that cut in front of me
and now is driving far too
slow for the left lane!

But this isn’t about that!
This is about the title of this
month’s word journey: Angels
in the Trees of East Falls.
Our neighborhood is full of
trees and those trees are
home to quite a few Angels.
The volunteers that serve in
Friend’s groups, the East
Falls Village, Community
Council, and on assorted com-
mittees working for the bet-
terment of our neighborhood.
The many business owners
who sponsor community
events, serve on boards and
lend their spaces and places
for community gatherings.
And the residents of our com-
munity that show up for one
another in little and big ways
throughout the year.

So, as this is the season of
giving thanks, I want to pub-
licly say thank you to the very
many Angels in the Trees of
East Falls!  And privately, I’m
going to spend the month of
November saying thank you
to the very many Angels in
my life, some near, some far,
but all of whom have in some
way provided light when
things were dark, or just a bit
shady.

Next time you take a walk
down a tree-lined street in
East Falls enjoying the beau-
tiful fall foliage, imagine who
you would see perched on
those limbs.  Who are the
friends, family, acquaintances
and neighbors lurking in the
trees?  Who are your Angels? 

Happy Thanksgiving, East
Falls!  See you at 7 pm Mon.,
Nov. 9 at the EFCC General
Membership Meeting.  All
Angels welcome!

East Falls NOW                                                                                                 November 2026                                                                                                                            3

A message from the 
EFCC 

President

by Emily Nichols
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Mike Costello, Membership Chair

Nick Taylor, Events Chair
Christopher Caporellie, Member at-large, Executive Committee
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Linda Norris, Member at-large, Executive Committee
William Epstein, Immediate Past President
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Your East Falls Community Council:

Join us at an admissions event this fall!

Light Shine
LET  YOUR

Are there angels in trees?  Maybe so.  This tree is not in East Falls, but it’s the
famed Angel Oak tree on Jones Island, SC.

Angels in the Trees of East Falls

Christmas tree sale starts Dec. 3
An East Falls tradition

will continue as the
folks at Vault+Vine,

3507 Midvale Ave., prepare to
host the annual Christmas
tree sale benefiting the
Friends of the Falls Library,

beginning Thurs., Dec. 3.
Some 100 trees from three

to eight feet high are expected
to be available.  The sale will
run through Friday and Sat-
urday as long as the supply
lasts. 

Follow the East Falls Community Council:
On Instagram: @eastfallscommcouncil

On Facebook: EastFallsCommunityCouncil

On the web: www.eastfallscommunity.org



of the day, anyone who is in
line by 8 pm is entitled to vote
and should remain in line.

The Election Day ballot
includes votes for Governor
and Lt. Governor, the U.S.
House of Representatives,
State Representative and two
questions on proposed changes
to the City Home Rule Char-
ter.

Questions?   Call the state’s
toll-free voter hot line at 877-
868-3772 Monday through Fri-
day from 8 am to 5 pm.  

victim to the COVID-19 crisis
in 2020, and Winnie’s Le Bus
in Manayunk.

Braverman exited from
Winnie’s in 2003 and took the
“Le Bus” name with him,
using it to brand his East
Falls restaurant in June

2018.
The site was the former

Johnny Mananna’s Tex-Mex
restaurant.

Braverman’s lease on the
space runs for another year,
and he says he is not averse
to another party taking over
the space, which includes a

liquor license.
For now, though, Braver-

man told the Philadelphia
Inquirer’s Michael Klein that
he’s looking forward to focus-
ing on Le Bus’s 150-employee
bakery and a less demanding
schedule, and that “I still
have a lot of energy left.”
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Guest Speaker Jessica Hamilton,
MLS, will discuss "Navigating AI in
Academic Libraries."

Ms. Hamilton is Assistant Director of
Reference and Instructional Services,
Gutman Library, Thomas Jefferson
University, East Falls Campus.

Join us for this interesting and informative event. All are
welcome. Refreshments provided

Also on the agenda:
 Welcome remarks from:

Jenn Estepp, Falls Branch Manager
Jenna Musket, Friends President

Committee reports 
The election of two officers: 

Friends President and Treasurer

Save the Date for
The 2026 Annual Meeting of the 

Friends of the Falls of Schuylkill Library

Tuesday November 24 at 6 PM at
East Falls Presbyterian Church

Midvale Ave and Vaux St

The Library is the Heart of East Falls
3501 Midvale Ave

eastfallslibraryfriends.org
215 - 685 - 2093

LOOKYOUR BESTLOOKLOOKLOOKLOOKLOOKLOOK

New Indego stations

Election Day
Candidates Night

In other news from the
EFCC’s Oct. 12 meeting,
Independent candidate for
the US House of Represen-
tative’s 3rd PA district,
Dennis Mahoney, was the
only candidate to appear at
the General Election Can-
didates’ Night.

Mahoney described his

priorities as opposing cuts
in food, housing and
healthcare benefits for fam-
ilies that work, providing
affordable housing and help
for first-time home buyers
and investing in education.
He faces Democratic nomi-
nee Chris Rabb in the
Tues., Nov. 3 mid-term
General Election.

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

New Indego bike station on School House Ln. by Cherry Ln. near the
William Penn Charter School.

Right, the entrance to Le Bus.  Left, sign announcing the closure of the restaurant.

Le Bus closes

  Join the East Falls Community Council 
by visiting 

“Become a Member” 
at eastfallscommunity.org

The secure ballot drop boxes at the Falls Library (left), Warden Dr. and Mid-
vale Ave., and the Kendrick Recreation Center (right), 5800 Ridge Ave.  Ballots are
due by the time polling places close at 8 pm Nov. 3. 



Growing up in Philadel-
phia, my best friend
Troy and I spent just

about every weekend explor-
ing Fairmount Park.  We’d
hike through the woods, fol-
low the creeks, and even ven-
ture out onto the frozen water
in winter, trying not to fall
through the ice.

Looking back, some of the
things we did probably
weren’t the smartest.  But we
were kids, exploring nature
and having the time of our
lives.

Here in East Falls, we’re
blessed to have the Schuylkill
River and the Wissahickon
Creek flowing into it nearby.
Generations of families have
enjoyed these waterways --
fishing, hiking or simply tak-
ing in the beauty of nature.

But imagine taking your
child fishing in the Wissahick-
on, catching a fish together,
and then learning that it’s too
contaminated to eat.

That’s now our reality.
Earlier this month, Penn-

sylvania issued a “Do Not
Eat” advisory for all fish
caught in the Wissahickon
Creek and its tributaries after
testing revealed elevated lev-
els of PFOS, one of a group of
toxic substances known as
PFAS, or “forever chemicals.”

The state’s Fish and Boat
Commission also canceled a
planned trout stocking in the
creek because of the contami-
nation.

Unfortunately, the problem
goes far beyond the Wissa-
hickon.

A new report released by
PennEnvironment Research &
Policy Center and its partners
found PFAS in 96 percent of
the state’s waterways tested
and 91percent of those tested
in New Jersey.

Of course, nobody was lin-
ing up to drink straight from
the Schuylkill.  But knowing
our rivers and streams are
contaminated with these dan-
gerous forever chemicals is
deeply troubling.

As a lifelong Philadelphian,

nurse practitioner and state
representative, I believe these
findings are a wake-up call
for Pennsylvania.

PFAS are called forever
chemicals because they break
down extremely slowly in the
environment.  They accumu-
late in our bodies, waterways,
soil and wildlife.

Exposure to certain PFAS
has been linked to cancer, ele-
vated cholesterol, weakened
immune responses, pregnancy
complications and develop-
mental problems in children.

As a healthcare provider,
I’ve spent much of my career
helping people manage ill-

nesses that might have been
prevented.  We should bring
that same focus to protecting
our environment.

We need to do more than
respond to pollution after the
damage is done.  We need to
prevent these chemicals from
entering our environment in
the first place.

We know how many of the
ways these chemicals enter
our environment, including
firefighting foam, consumer
products, industrial dis-
charges and contaminated
sewage sludge spread on
farmland.  And we have solu-
tions.

That’s why I’m helping lead
legislation to ban PFAS-con-
tained pesticides when safer
alternatives are available.
I’m a co-prime sponsor of
House Bill 2145, bipartisan
legislation authored by Rep.
Greg Scott (D-54th) that
would ban PFAS in certain
everyday products, including
cosmetics, dental floss, men-
strual products and children’s
products.  It passed the Penn-

sylvania House overwhelm-
ingly, 188 to 13.

I’m also a co-sponsor of
House Bill 1261, bipartisan
legislation by Reps. Brian
Munroe (D-144th) and Zach
Mako (R-183rd) to phase out
PFAS-containing firefighting
foam.  Similar legislation
recently was passed by the
State Senate, 48 to 1.

Protecting our families from
forever chemicals isn’t a
Democratic or Republican
issue. We have overwhelming
bipartisan agreement that we
need to act.

We also need to investigate
whether industrial polluters
upstream are contributing to
contamination in our water-
ways -- and hold anyone
breaking the law accountable.

And we need to address
PFAS in sewage sludge that’s
spread on Pennsylvania farm-
land as fertilizer.  Our
Department of Environmental
Protection is working on new
restrictions, but the proposed
approach focuses on only a
small fraction of the thou-
sands of PFAS chemicals.  We
need stronger protections to
keep these chemicals out of
our soil, water and food.

Pennsylvania has a proud
industrial history.  Nowhere
is that more evident than
along the Schuylkill River.
We can continue supporting
good jobs without sacrificing
clean water or public health.
These things aren’t mutually
exclusive.

This isn’t about just fish.
It’s about our families, our
health and the environment
we’re leaving our children.

Looking back on my child-
hood adventures with Troy in
Pennypack Park, I realize
how much those experiences
shaped my life, from my love
of the outdoors and sense of
adventure to my appreciation
for our city’s incredible park
system.

Our kids deserve those

same experiences -- without
their families having to worry
about them being poisoned by
toxic chemicals.

Clean water shouldn’t be a
luxury.  And pollution should-
n’t be a price of doing busi-
ness.
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Toxic fish in the Wissahickon should be our wake-up call

Tarik
Speaks

by St. Rep. Tarik Khan (194th)
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The Philadelphia Cultur-
al Fund (PCF) has
announced that applica-

tions for its 2027-2029 grant
cycle will open on Wed., Nov.
4, 2026.

Guided by PCF’s recently
announced Strategic Plan, the
new multi-year grant cycle
will provide eligible communi-
ty-based art and culture orga-
nizations with three years of
unrestricted general operating
support. 

Application guidelines and
the online application are
available at www.philacultur-
alfund.org.

The grant cycle puts PCF’s
FY27–FY29 Strategic Plan
into action, translating feed-
back from Philadelphia’s art
and culture community into a
funding approach that sup-
ports long-term organization-
al health that impacts
organizations’ sustainability,
capacity and ability to plan
for the future. The plan also
expands PCF’s role as a
resource and convener, con-
necting organizations with
professional development,
practical guidance and oppor-
tunities to learn from one
another.

“Philadelphia’s art and cul-

ture organizations need sus-
tained, predictable funding
that allows them to plan with
greater confidence,” said
Gabriela Sanchez, Executive
Director of the Philadelphia
Cultural Fund. “Putting our
new Strategic Plan into action
marks and important step for-
ward in providing that needed
support across the arts and
culture community.  By pro-
viding unrestricted support
over three years, we are giv-
ing organizations more room
to strengthen their operations
and continue serving their
communities, while growing
PCF’s role as a trusted part-
ner and resource.”

The three-year funding
model is designed to help
organizations deepen their
operational strength and pro-
gramming through sustained
support.  Organizations that
qualify to receive multi-year
funding will receive an Art &
Culture grant each year from
2027, 2028 and 2029.  A sub-
set of these organizations can
additionally qualify to receive
a $10,000 Community Impact
Grant annually, powered by
the William Penn Foundation.

While the new model will

allow stability by removing
the need to apply for funding
each year, the amounts dis-
tributed in the Art & Culture
Grants will vary year to year
based on the budget allocation
that PCF receives from the
City of Philadelphia.
Grant Overview

PCF’s 2027–2029 grant
cycle provides three years of
support to strengthen
Philadelphia’s art and culture
organizations through two
grant opportunities:

Art & Culture Grants pro-
vide unrestricted funding to
eligible Philadelphia organi-
zations across artistic disci-
plines and cultural practices.
Award amounts will begin at
$10,000 in 2027 and may vary
each year based on PCF’s
funding allocation from the
City.

Eligible organizations must
have a mission dedicated to
art and/or culture through
creation, education, exhibi-
tion, performance, presenta-
tion, preservation or service;
an organizational budget of
$1.5 million or less; and
501(c)(3) status or a contract
with a fiscal sponsor or parent
organization.  Organizations

must serve Philadelphia resi-
dents, with the majority of
their programming taking
place within the city.

Community Impact Grants,
powered by the William Penn
Foundation, provide an addi-
tional $10,000 annually to a
subset of approved Art & Cul-
ture grantees with organiza-
tional budgets of $500,000 or
less.

Eligible organizations must
have missions dedicated to
creating, performing and/or
presenting programs and
experiences centered on cre-
ative expression, cultural
practices and/or cultural her-
itage that engage, inspire or
connect audiences and com-
munities. Organizations also
must demonstrate strong
community ties through
meaningful cultural experi-
ences, support for local artists

and programming that
reflects Philadelphia’s diverse
voices.

To help organizations pre-
pare, PCF will offer virtual
information sessions on the
application operations and
finance requirements on Nov.
10.  PCF also will host “From
Pen to Power” on Nov. 18, a
virtual workshop led by
Andreana Barefield and Nigel
Charles to help participants
communicate their missions
and impact to community
partners and potential fun-
ders.

To learn more about the
grant application process and
read PCF’s FY27–FY29
Strategic Plan, visit www.phi
laculturalfund.org. Questions
about grant eligibility and the
peer panel process may be
directed to grants@philacul
turalfund.org.
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Philadelphia Cultural Fund opens applications for three-year grants

Let others bring the pumpkin pie. 

Be Famous this
holiday season.

famouscookies.com
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CONTACT  
US FOR  

PRIVATE  
TOURS

Philadelphia, PA
610.668.9900

laurelhillphl.com

Explore the Arboretum  
at Laurel Hill

Laurel Hill offers 265 acres of natural and 
sculpted beauty, providing a peaceful retreat 
with gardens, trees, and unique settings to 
enjoy year-round, free of charge.

CEMETERIES  ·  FUNERAL HOME  ·  ARBORETUM

Grace Kelly on shipboard heading to Monaco. (Library of Congress digital
collections)

EF Historical Society to present
‘Grace Kelly at the Movies’ Nov. 16                       
by Mary Flourney
and Steven Peitzman
for the EF Historical Society

In honor of Grace Kelly’s
birthday -- Nov. 12, 1929
 -- the East Falls Histori-

cal Society and the Old Acad-
emy Players will present
“Grace Kelly at the Movies” at
2 pm Mon., Nov. 16. 

The free program will be
held at the Old Academy,
3544 Indian Queen Ln. 

It is a fitting venue, since
our local theater is where
Grace began her acting career
in 1942 with the Old Academy
Players.  She had roles in six
productions.  Her enthusiasm
for performance on stage
endured and she continued to
act on Broadway and in early
live television dramas before
her film career blossomed.
Her family supported the Old
Academy Players in its early
years, and Grace’s two sisters
also performed there.

Our speaker will be Al
Crescenzo of the Ocean City
Historical Society.  He will
present an anecdotal history
of Grace’s film career -- with
insights into how she got her
parts and a discussion of her
films.  Excerpts from eight of
her films will be shown.

Grace Kelly and Ocean
City

What is the connection of
Grace Kelly with Ocean City,
NJ?

The Kelly family chose
Ocean City as its summer
vacation site and built a
Spanish-Colonial home there.
Grace returned over many
summers, well into her years
as a movie star and then
princess.

Crescenzo completed a 35-
year career as a social studies
and history teacher for the
Philadelphia School System.
He grew up and worked in
South Philadelphia, then
retired to Ocean City in 2004.

He has been a volunteer at
the Ocean City Historical
Museum for 17 years and is
now Head Docent.  The muse-
um houses a varied collection
of Grace Kelly memorabilia,
including a replica of her wed-
ding gown.
Old Academy dates to 1819

The Old Academy building,

one of the oldest in East Falls,
was completed as a communi-
ty effort in 1819.  Its founders
intended it to serve as a
school during the week and
for religious worship on Sun-
days.  Most of the congrega-
tions of East Falls held their
first services there. 

Later the building housed a
branch library.  In 1932 it
became the home of the
Moment Musical Club, now
the Old Academy Players, a
much-respected community
theater company that stages a
sophisticated range of plays
and musicals.

The East Falls Historical
Society (EFHS) was founded
in 2004 to explore and make
known the history of East
Falls, formerly Falls Village
and Falls of Schuylkill.  The
society presents programs and
walking tours, maintains
research collections and a web
site, conducts oral history
interviews, and advocates for
preservation of historic sites.
It maintains a gallery of
Grace Kelly items at New-
Courtland’s Tower on Henry
Ave.

The Old Academy Players
and the EFHS are pleased to
collaborate on the Nov. 16
program. 

A reception with refresh-
ment will follow the program.
Free parking is available in
the lot behind the Old Acade-
my and on the street.  The
program is free and registra-
tion is not necessary.

Pastor Kari of EFPC to oversee 
All Saints Day candle lighting
All East Fallsers who

want to light an All
Saints Day candle in

memory of a loved one are
invited to do so from 7:30 to
10 am Mon., Nov. 1, at Thun-
der Mug Café, 4233 Ridge
Ave.

Paster Kari of East Falls
Presbyterian Church is orga-
nizing the event and provid-

ing candles.
“This is a space to name

and remember loved ones and
to know that they are held in
the light,” Pastor Kari told
East Falls NOW.  “Whether
or not you’re religious, if it
would be meaningful to you
please know that you will be
very welcome.”   

To advertise:
ads@eastfalls
now.com
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Taqueria Cresta

Springhouse Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Crust Vegan Bakery

East Falls Tree Tenders

East Falls Historical SocietyFamous 4th St. Cookies

East Falls Needlework

Wissahickon Brewery

Deke’s Barbecue

Ensemble Arts Philly

Scenes from a successful 2026 East Falls Fest!



St. Rep. Tarik Khan (D-
194th) -- a nurse practi-
tioner and long-time

advocate for healthcare work-
ers -- announced that his
bipartisan legislation to pro-
tect nurses, surgical teams
and patients from harmful
surgical smoke has passed the
Pennsylvania General Assem-
bly and is headed to Gov.
Josh Shapiro’s desk.

House Bill 27 was intro-
duced by Khan and Republi-

can state Rep. Tim Bonner (R-
17th.)  It will require hospi-
tals and ambulatory surgical
facilities to adopt policies
using surgical smoke evacua-
tion systems during proce-
dures that generate surgical
smoke.

“As a nurse, I know first-
hand how important it is to
protect the people who care
for us,” Khan said.  “No nurse
or healthcare worker should
have to put their own health
at risk just to do their job.
This legislation is an impor-
tant step toward making our
operating rooms safer for both
healthcare workers and
patients.  I’m proud we
worked across party lines to
get this done.”

During surgery, cauteriza-
tion and other procedures can
burn human tissue, producing
smoke that contains potential-
ly harmful chemicals and

microscopic particles.  Nurses,
surgeons and other operating
room staff can be exposed to
this smoke repeatedly
throughout their careers.

House Bill 27 requires facil-
ities to implement policies
using smoke evacuation sys-
tems that capture surgical
smoke at its source, reducing
exposure for healthcare work-
ers and patients.

“Healthcare workers spend
their careers protecting oth-
ers. We have a responsibility
to protect them, too,” Khan
added.  “This is what we can
accomplish when Democrats
and Republicans work togeth-
er to solve real problems and
make workplaces safer.”

Khan thanked his Republi-
can co-prime sponsor, Rep.
Bonner and lawmakers from
both parties for their support
in advancing the legislation.
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Volunteering in East Falls
Have some extra time on your hands?  Interested in

giving back to the East Falls Community?  Here are
some organizations that would welcome your help!

East Falls Historical Society
Keeping the history of East 
Falls alive
eastfallshistory@gmail.com

East Falls Sports Association
Help East Falls children 
participate in sports  
jmartell@att.net

East Falls Town Watch
Serving our community
eastfallstownwatch@gmail.com

East Falls Tree Tenders
Help planting trees in East Falls.
rplucci@comcast.net

East Falls Village
Help older adults in East Fallls by
driving them to appointments
and/or help children at the Mifflin
School with reading and using the
school library.
info@eastfallsvillage.org

East Falls Zoning Committee
Stewardship of East Falls
Zoning issues
zoning@eastfallscommunity.org

Friends of the Falls of 
the Schuylkill Library
Promotes the needs and
the knowledgeof the library: 
friendsofthefalls@gmail.com

Friends of Inn Yard Park
Help maintain Inn Yard Park.
jmartell@att.net

Friends of McMichael Park
Help maintain McMichael Park 
mcmichaelpark@gmail.com

Friends of Mifflin
Helping school children with 
their school work
friendsofmifflin@gmail.com

Saturday Morning 
Sandwich Making
Making sandwiches for the 
hungry for more than 25 years: 
Parish Secretary:  215 844 4126

Khan’s bill to protect nurses, healthcare workers 
passes General Assembly; ready for Gov.’s signing

We’re growing every month, 

and we need volunteers.

Writing • Editing  

Photography • Ad sales

If interested, 

contact:

info@eastfallsnow.com

Join the 

East Falls Community Council

for its next 

general membership meeting

7 pm Mon., Nov. 9

  East Falls Presbyterian Church

Midvale Ave. and Vaux St.



by Mary Flournoy, Co-chair, 
EF Village Operating Group

East Falls Village (EFV)
often promotes pro-
grams presented by

other villages in Northwest
Philadelphia -- including
Northwest Village Network
(NVN) in Mt. Airy, Chestnut
Hill, and Germantown, and
Village on the Ridge in Rox-
borough and surrounding
communities. 
Medicare

EFV annually has present-
ed a Medicare Update to
alert people to changes in
Medicare for the upcoming

year.  This year, we publi-
cized a Zoom presentation
that PA Medical Education
and Decision Insight (MEDI)
counselor Joan Adler did for
NVN.  She encouraged folks
with questions to call her at
267-331-0339.  The Medicare
Open Enrollment period ends
Dec. 7.

Adler’s advice includes:
• Don’t pick up the phone

when Medicare plans call.
• She talked about how the

changes in Washington have
affected Medicare, including
one good new feature -- the
ability to add a “representa-
tive” (a spouse, child, or
trusted friend) who can work
with Medicare on your behalf.

• She showed how to com-

pare prices from one drug
plan to another.  Interesting-
ly, one plan pays for six Via-
gra pills a month and another
provides 12 a month, but they
were quite expensive.  She
said Good Rx is much cheaper
for that -- and for many other
drugs.

• She also talked about the
state’s Pharmaceutical Assis-
tance Contract for the Elderly
(PACE) and PACE Needs
Enhancement Tier (PACE
NET.)  The PACE income lim-
it for a single person is
$14,500 a year, and for PACE
NET it’s $14,501 to $33,500 --
and they do not count assets.
Adler can help people apply
for these programs.
Calling 911

At 7 pm Fri., Nov. 6, retired
Philadelphia Fire Depart-
ment paramedic Lt. Joe
Mancini will talk about deal-
ing with medical emergencies,
the five most common emer-
gencies encountered by older
adults, simple yet crucial
steps that you can take to
lessen your chances of a home
injury, and how to avoid life-
threatening events. 

This program is sponsored
by VOR and will take place in
the Wolcoff Auditorium
behind Roxborough Hospital,
5800 Ridge Ave.  Register by
emailing info@eastfallsvil
lage.org. 
How we memorialize those
we’ve lost

Tom Keels, an author and
historian, will present an
illustrated journey through
our death practices and funer-
ary architecture -- from the
simple burials of the Lenni

Lenape to today’s green buri-
als and ornate monuments in
cemeteries, such as Laurel
Hill.  This program will be
held at the Memorial Church
of the Good Shepherd, 3820
The Oak Road, at 2 pm Wed.,
Nov. 18.  The program is free
and open to all, but registra-
tion is recommended by
emailing  info@eastfallsvill
age.org. 

Keels is the author of eight
books, including Philadelphia
Graveyards and Cemeteries
and the recently published
Sinners and Scandals of Lau-
rel Hill Cemetery.  His Sin-
ners and Scandals is based on

a popular long-running tour
that he has conducted at Lau-
rel Hill for many years.  It
profiles 13 “colorful” men and
women with personal stories
that range from the sordid
and salacious to the sorrowful
and suspenseful.  

A confirmed “taphophile” --
defined as a person who has a
passion for and appreciation
of cemeteries, gravesites and
funerary culture -- Keels has
been a tour guide at Laurel
Hill for more than two
decades.  At the program he
will sell copies of these two
books, along with Wicked
Philadelphia: Sin in the City

of Brotherly Love.  Attendees
can pay by cash, check, or
Venmo.

This program is part of the
EFV “Life & Legacy” series on
end-of-life issues.  

The series will conclude on
Fri., Dec 4 at 2 pm with “Life
& Legacy: Respecting Your
Wishes.”  Barbara Mancini,
an advocate for helping people
ensure that their end-of-life
issues are met, will speak.
The program will be held at
the Church of the Good Shep-
herd and is open to all.  Regis-
ter by emailing info@eastfalls
village.org. 
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Insured by NCUA

* PFCU members are eligible for the Greenlight SELECT plan at no cost when they connect their PFCU account as the Greenlight funding source for the entirety of the promotion. Subject to minimum balance requirements and identity veri昀cation. Upgrades will 
result in additional fees. Upon termination of promotion, customers will be responsible for associated monthly fees. See terms for details. Offer ends 03/17/2027 Offer subject to change and partner participation.

^New Greenlight members are eligible for a $10 credit to their Parent Wallet within 7 days after completion of successful registration. Members must sign up through PFCU’s mobile app to redeem offer. Successful registration must occur between 11/01/2026 and 
12/15/2026. See terms for details. Offer subject to change. Taxes may apply.

The Greenlight® prepaid card is issued by Community Federal Savings Bank, member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International.

Greenlight is a 昀nancial technology company, not a bank. The Greenlight app facilitates banking services through Community Federal Savings Bank (CFSB), Member FDIC.  

Send money in seconds

Check on spending by app

Watch holiday cash gifts land straight
on their Greenlight card 

Open an account at PFCU to 
get Greenlight for FREE!*

FREE* for
PFCU

families!

Join Greenlight today 
and get a $10 bonus^

(November 1-December 15)

Village to highlight Medicare, calling 911 and author Tom Keels

The Benson Mausoleum at Laurel Hill Cemetery, one of the subjects of Tom Keels’ presentation for East Falls Village
on Wed., Nov. 18.   



The Friends of the Falls
of Schuylkill Library
will hold their 2026

Annual Meeting at 6 pm
Tues., Nov. 24 at the East
Falls Presbyterian Church,
Midvale Ave. and Vaux St.

The meeting will include
the election of officers and a
guest speaker, Jessica G.
Hamilton, Assistant Director
of Reference and Instructional
Services at th e Paul J. Gut-
man Library on the East Falls
Campus of Thomas Jefferson
University.

Hamilton will discuss “Nav-

igating AI in Academic
Libraries.”

Hamilton’s comments will
explore how artificial intelli-
gence is changing academic
libraries, and how academic
librarians are adapting and
helping students navigate
these new tools in the infor-
mation ecosystem.  Her
remarks will be an opportuni-
ty for attendees to gain
insight into the tension
between library values and
the technological change of
AI.

The first 30 minutes of the

meeting will include a report
from Branch Librarian Jenn
Estepp and reports from the
current Friends Treasurer
and President.  It also will
include the election of two
officers of the Board for the
coming two-year term -- the
President and the Treasurer.

For more information about
the nominating process, email
Connie Gillespie, Chair of the
Friends Nominating Commit-
tee, at friendsofthefalls@
gmail.com.

Light refreshments will be
served.
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Library of Congress digital collections

The Old Academy Players
and the

The East Falls Historical Society 
invite you to 

“Grace Kelly at the Movies” 
An illustrated presentation by Al Crescenzo of the 

Ocean City Historical Society

Monday, November 16 at 2:00 PM
At the Old Academy 
3544 Indian Queen Lane
Free and all are welcome
Refreshments after the program

See the article in this issue of EF Now

215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945

Friends of the Falls Library set Nov. 24 for 2026 Annual Meeting

Jessica G. Hamilton,  Assistant Director of Reference and Instructional Ser-
vices at the Paul J. Gutman Library on the East Falls Campus of Thomas Jefferson
University, who will speak at the Nov. 24 meeting of the Friends of The Falls of
Schuylkill Library.   

East Falls crime report
Provided to East Falls NOW by East Falls Town Watch.  For further information, contact:
39th Division Philadelphia Police headquarters, 215- 686-3394.
Sept. 20, 5:51 pm, 3300 block Bowman Ave., assault, no firearm
Sept. 23, 1:52 pm, 3100 block W. School House Ln., theft of motor vehicle
Sept. 23, 5:25 pm, 3100 block W. School House Ln., theft of motor vehicle
Sept. 23, 6:52 pm, 3100 block W. School House Ln., theft of motor vehicle
Sept. 26, 4:11 am, 3500 block Vaux St., theft of motor vehicle
Sept. 27, 5:09 pm, 3000 block W. Queen Ln., theft of motor vehicle
Sept. 30, 6:58 pm, 3400 block W. School Louse Ln., theft
Oct. 5, 2:13 pm, 3400 block Scotts Ln., assault, no firearm 
Oct. 5, 5:25 pm, 3300 block Henry Ave., assault, no firearm
Oct. 7, 5:50 am, 3000 block W. Queen Ln., theft of motor vehicle
Oct. 11, 2:43 pm, 3500 block Midvale Ave., robbery
Oct. 15, 9:31 am, 3400 block Scotts Ln, theft of motor vehicle
Oct. 15, 11:43 am, 3400 block Henry Ave., theft from motor vehicle
Oct. 20, 11:36 am, 3400 block Warden Dr., theft of motor vehicle
Oct. 21, 5:19 pm, 3400 block Penn St., theft of motor vehicle 

Join the 

East Falls Community Council

for its next 

general membership meeting

7 pm Mon., Nov. 9

  East Falls Presbyterian Church

Midvale Ave. and Vaux St.

We’re growing every month, and we need volunteers.

Writing • Editing  

Photography • Ad sales

If interested, contact: 

info@eastfallsnow.com



by Tommy Tucker, of the
Chestnut Hill Local

Weavers Way Co-op’s
Chestnut Hill loca-
tion plans to close for

eight to 10 weeks next sum-
mer for renovations.

The Chestnut Hill location
opened at 8424 Germantown
Ave. in 2010. Weavers Way
General Manager Jon Roesser
said the store’s now 16-year-
old equipment is reaching the
end of its life cycle.

“We’ll fix the floor, put in
new lighting, new paint, make
some repairs to the HVAC
system and electrical and
plumbing work and whatnot,
and then put in a bunch of
new equipment,” Roesser
said.  “All the new stuff goes
in, and we fix some of the
store’s choke points. 

“We improve the front end,
we make some improvements
to the back of the store, which
is also kind of a customer ser-
vice choke point.  In order to
do it as quickly and painlessly
as possible, closing the store
is really the only way to do
it.”

Some of the improvements
have already begun . A new
walk-in freezer was added to
the outside, which will create
more space inside once the
renovations start.  The front
of the store will see a fourth
register added, more freezer

doors, and the return of the
hot food bar, which was
removed during the pandem-
ic.

At the back of the store, the
renovations will remove a
stone masonry column and
replace it with a steel beam,
freeing up more space for cus-
tomers.

“It’s all subject to change
because it’s all subject to busi-
ness conditions, economic con-
ditions.,” Roessner said.  “So
we haven’t signed anything
yet.  The other big piece is
related to when we can pro-
cure the equipment that we
would need, because the tim-
ing of that stuff is critical.

“We did this at our Mt. Airy
store in 2013 … It’s the slow-
est time of year. If you’re
going to pick a time of year to
shut the store down, summer-
time is the best time for it. A
lot of our customers just
migrated up to the Chestnut
Hill store, and that worked
out fine.”

Roesser says they have not
finalized the exact date of the
renovations, but that during
the closure, customers can
shop at the Mt. Airy, German-
town, or Ambler stores.

The Germantown store is at
328 W. Chelten Ave.

Weavers Way will park its
mobile farm market truck
behind the Chestnut Hill
store to offer a smaller selec-
tion of produce during the clo-

sure.  The truck was pur-
chased using a grant from the
Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture.

“A lot of our employees who
work in Chestnut Hill during
the closure will probably be
moved to the Ambler, Mt.
Airy, or Germantown stores
because all those stores are
going to be busier and they’re
going to need the extra help,”
Roesser said.  “Any employee
that is interested in a tempo-
rary layoff during the closure,

we can make that happen.
We are going to have to retain
some people to continue to
work in Chestnut Hill,
because we do plan to offer
limited product offerings out-
side through the farm market
truck.”

As the renovation project
moves forward, Weavers Way
will hold a member loan cam-
paign to raise funds.  It held
similar campaigns for previ-
ous store openings and reno-
vations.  The Chestnut Hill

store is projected to be a mul-
ti-million dollar project.

“One in three households in
Chestnut Hill are members of
Weavers Way,” Roesser said.
“That’s a concentration of
members that we don’t have
even in Mt. Airy, where we’ve
been since 1973.  If we do a
member loan campaign, we’ve
got a critical mass of members
who shop in the Chestnut Hill
store who would support that
campaign.”
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Ambler • Chestnut Hill • Germantown • Mt. Airy  |  Open daily 8am–8pm

The Season 
of Local Goodness

Leave the Cooking to Us!
Holiday Hosting Made Easy with Weavers Way Kitchens

of Local Goodnessof Local Goodness
From fresh meat and 
produce, local sauces 

and bulk pastas, to gifts  
for the entire family — 

the Co-op has what you 
need to come together.

MIDVALE AVENUE AUTO SERVICE
3629 Midvale Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19129

We also service Classic Vehicles

Tel: 215-843-1533
Fax: 215-843-5171

MidvaleAveAuto@yahoo.com
   MidvaleAvenueAutoRepairService.com

PA Auto/Motorcycle Inspection and Emissions,
Computer Diagnostics. Oil Changes, Air Conditioning Service, 

and Factory Scheduled Maintenance

F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

Weavers Way Co-op to close next summer for renovations

  Join the East Falls CommunityCouncil 
at eastfallscommunity.org



by Ray Lucci, Coordinator,
East Falls Tree Tenders

  

Volunteers across East
Falls spend countless
hours planting, water-

ing, pruning, and advocating
for street trees.  Yet too
often, city projects seem to
undermine those same
efforts.

Earlier this month, pho-
tographs of construction work

at the southeast corner of
Penn and Conrad Sts. were
shared with me.  The Streets
Department is installing
ADA-compliant curb ramps --
an important and necessary
improvement.  But accessibil-
ity and environmental stew-
ardship should not be
competing priorities.

When excavation began
around three mature London
plane trees at the intersec-
tion, it appeared the project
would accommodate them.
The outcome suggests other-
wise. One tree has since been
removed, and one of the
remaining two appear to have
been entrapped in poured
concrete up to its trunk!  In a
matter of days, decades of
environmental benefits might
have been compromised.

The loss is particularly
troubling because this corner
sits at the edge of one of East
Falls' most heavily paved and
densely developed areas.
With steep Piedmont topogra-
phy and limited canopy cover,
the neighborhood already
struggles with stormwater
runoff during major rain

events.  Mature trees help
intercept rainfall, reduce
flooding, cool streets and
improve air quality.

Those benefits cannot sim-
ply be replaced by planting a
new sapling elsewhere.  It
takes decades for a young
tree to provide the ecological
value of a mature London
plane. This raises an obvious
question: where is the coordi-
nation?

Street trees are not orna-
mental afterthoughts. They
are infrastructure, just as
vital as sidewalks, storm
drains, sewer lines and utili-
ty corridors.  Yet city projects
continue to treat them as
obstacles rather than assets.

Was tree preservation con-
sidered before construction
began?  Were alternatives
explored?  Were urban
forestry specialists consulted?
Residents deserve answers.

This intersection lies with-
in Philadelphia's Fourth
Councilmanic District, and
the situation highlights a
broader concern.  City leaders
frequently champion sustain-
ability, climate resilience and
canopy expansion.  Yet
mature trees continue to dis-
appear during routine infra-
structure projects with little
public discussion.  In 2022, at
the edge of West Philadel-
phia, 120 acres of mature
trees were felled to accommo-
date the revival of a golf
course in the Fourth Council-
manic District.  This had City
Council’s approval!

Philadelphia cannot plant
its way to a greener future
while failing to protect the
mature trees it already has.
Every public works project
should begin with a simple
question: How can we accom-
plish this work while preserv-
ing existing trees whenever
possible? Until that becomes
standard practice, volunteers
will continue to wonder why
they work so hard to grow
Philadelphia's urban forest

while public projects steadily
chip away at it.

The removal of a single tree
at Penn and Conrad might

seem minor.  But multiplied
across hundreds of projects
citywide, the cumulative loss
becomes impossible to ignore.

Philadelphia's urban forest
is essential infrastructure.
The city should start treating
it as such.
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For more information go to 
www.phila.gov, streets department page.

Philadelphia Hazmat Drop-off events

-pesticide
-insecticide
-kerosene
-oil base paints
-spray paints
-brake fluid

-antifreeze
-moth balls
-rodentcide
-herbicide
-fungicide
-stain removers

-solvents
-gasoline
-motor oil
-fuel
-degreasers
-lead products

3901 N. Delaware Ave., 19137Port RichmondSaturday, Nov. 7, 2026

When will Philadelphia start treating street trees as Infrastructure?

Out of control cement pouring by a firm contracted by the city seems to be the cause of this mature London Plan
tree on the southeast corner of Penn and Conrad Sts. being enveloped by concrete.  East Falls Tree Tenders want to know:
When will the city regard its urban forest as essential infrastructure?

We’re growing every month, 

and we need volunteers.

Writing • editing • photography • ad sales

If interested, contact: info@eastfallsnow.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
SIBBY BRASLER!

LEGACY 2026 Ga�a H���«vv

Ron Nano - LEGACY Presirent & CEO

“It’s hard to imagine anyone who has given more of their time or shown
greater dedication to the children and families we serve than Sibby Brasler.

Her generosity, expertise, and wisdom have made a lasting impact on LEGACY
and our community, and we will be forever grateful for all she has done.”



by Tara Rasheed, 
Co-Coordinator,
Friends of McMichael Park

The leaves already are
beginning to turn, the
sun is rising later in the

mornings, and McMichael
Park is ready to prepare for
the long winter.

But before that?  LEAF
PILES!

Come build giant piles from
10 am to 12 noon on Sat.,
Nov. 14, at the annual
McMichael Love Your Park

Fall event.  This family-
friendly event is supported by
the Fairmount Park Conser-
vancy and Philadelphia’s
Department of Parks and
Recreation.

Join the community to
plants bulbs, maybe a few
trees, move mulch into the
PlaySpace, and install tree ID
tags.

While the majority of the
existing tree canopy species
and size is publicly available
on our website, friendsofmc
michaelpark.org, with more
than 25 unique species of tree
at the park, ID tags will
enable the public to know and
learn more about the nature

around us.
Register for Love Your Park

at givepulse.com.
The Friends of McMichael

Park depend on the support
and participation of volun-
teers to keep the park tidy,
safe and activated.

There is no end to surprises
at a public park!  Last month
members of the Executive
Committee of the Friends ral-
lied to alert ACCTPhilly of a
rabid skunk walking around
the neighborhood in broad
daylight.  We also coordinated
the set up and breakdown for
a movie night which was ulti-
mately canceled due to a sur-
prise downpour that dispersed
a nice gathering of neighbors
from near and far.

Volunteer days are coordi-
nated throughout the year
with local schools and organi-
zations to collect trash,
remove sticks and pull weeds.
Fallsers have been recruited
to adopt corner garden beds,
sometimes for years, as their
contribution to the beautifica-
tion of the park.

The Friends group always is
in coordination with the city
to remove dead trees, repair
the water fountain and main-
tain the PlaySpace.  We also
have applied for numerous
grant opportunities to support
ongoing tree canopy mainte-
nance and free access to all
park activations.

Participation in cleanup
events is integral to keeping
our park welcoming to the
community.  As a volunteer
community group we are not
sustained by membership, but

by donations of both time and
treasure.  The executive com-
mittee has an opening for co-
chair this coming January,
and we encourage those who
might be interested in the
role to reach out to mcmic
haelpark@gmail.com.

Sun., Nov. 1 at 11 am will
be our final garden club meet-
up for 2026.  Don’t forget to
register for Love Your Park
on Nov. 14 at givepulse.com.  

Two major events for
December:

• The Holiday Tree Light-
ing will be hosted by
Vault+Vine at sunset --
approximately 4 pm -- on
Sun., Dec. 6.  The event will
include beverages and treats
and a visit by Santa.

• The East Falls Communi-
ty Council will host its annual
Holiday Caroling at the
memorial at 6 pm Wed, Dec
16, followed by the traditional
cookies and cakes made by
the Friends of the Falls
Library and served at the

East Falls Presbyterian
Church.

Movie night will be resched-
uled for spring.

Donations always are wel-
come through Venmo @friend
sofmcmichaelpark.  Contribu-
tions support improvements
such as doggie bags, signage,
plant replacements in the gar-
den beds, repairs to the Play-
Space, and free activities such
as movie nights and perfor-
mances.  

See you at the park! 
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EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
Office Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
Office Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8am-5pm and 

one Saturday a month by appointment only. 

Love Your Park -- on Sat., Nov. 14, and every day!

This unwanted guest wandering the neighborhood -- a skunk believed to have rabies – was reported to City animal
control officials by members of the Executive Committee of the Friends of McMichael Park. The skunk was captured and
the Philadelphia health department had it tested and confirmed it was rabid.   The department then posted notices around
the park and the 3200 block of W. Penn to alert everyone to receive rabies shots in case they or their pet were scratched
or bitten.  
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WHERE THE FUTURE  
     OF NURSING IS TAUGHT  
  BY THOSE CREATING IT

• Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)

• RN to BSN (Online)

• Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)

• Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)

• PhD in Nursing

Redefine Possible
JEFFERSON.EDU/NURSING
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